Abnormal gonadothrophin secretion in children with chronic renal failure.
LH and FSH response to intravenous injection of GnRH was evaluated in a group of patients with chronic renal failure on intermittent haemodialysis and in two children with successful renal transplant. Basal plasma LH was elevated in children with chronic renal failure as compared to control, and significantly increased following GnRH injection in most of the children. Basal plasma FSH was higher than in the control group, and slightly increased after GnRH. These data suggest an abnormal response to GnRH in chronic renal failure and an involvement of hypothalamus and pituitary in chronic renal disease. The role of abnormal gonadotrophin secretion in growth retardation and pubertal delay of these children is still not well understood.